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Awareness and Education 

Awareness and Education of Climate Change Impacts in Hamilton  

Participants identified a climate change impacts and/or risks 

that the Hamilton community is already experiencing or 

might experience in the future, specifically as it related to 

community awareness and education. Participants suggest 

that there is a lack of coordination amongst organizations 

and volunteer groups and often there is a focus on the 

‘doom and gloom’ of climate change. The table to the right 

summarizes key trends that emerged during the 

conversation. 

Vulnerability to Impacts of Climate Change 

Participants discussed who and what is most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, suggesting 

that low income residents are the most vulnerable to impacts of climate change as their choices are 

limited by money constraints. Participants also noted that from a geographical perspective, low laying 

neighbourhoods will be affected by flooding.  

Who or what is most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change? 

Who 

 Low income residents 

 Farmers 

What 

 Low laying areas affected by flooding 

 Paved areas  

 

Opportunities from a Community Engagement and Education Perspective 

Participants discussed opportunities that present themselves 

from a community engagement and education perspective 

from climate change. The reoccurring opportunities are 

outlined in the table to the right. 

The detailed feedback reported from the conversation is 

summarized below: 

 Increase our knowledge 

 Integrate climate change discussion in all levels 

and disciplines in all schools 
 Integration with efforts led by Learning for a Sustainable Future (LSF)  
 Workshops and teaching tools for children and adults to enact change in a positive way 
 Field trips – see the impacts, see the solutions 

Key Trends 

 Lack of coordination amongst 
organizations 

 Global issues vs. local issues 

 Focusing on a “doom and 

gloom” perspective 

 Not enough climate change 
education 

Key Trends 

 Increase our knowledge 

 Community collaboration  

 Offer incentives  

 Lead by example 

 More involvement from the 
Federal government  

 Bring climate change questions 

to campaigning politicians 
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 Policy and infrastructure to support climate change education for children 
 Sharing resources and open data 
 Learn from others’ solutions and share strategies/solutions 
 Share and disseminate knowledge amongst Hamilton organizations and volunteer groups 
 Move beyond information that climate change is happening to what we can do 
 Dispel the myth that climate change is controversial 
 Use of social and traditional media to disseminate information 
 Differentiate between ‘selfish’ measures you can take vs. altruistic motivations 
 Provide examples of specific possible actions (e.g. back-flow valves) 

 Community Collaboration 

 Action requires community involvement 
 Town network to connect all high school environmental clubs – mentoring program (college 

to secondary, secondary to elementary) 
 Creative engagements 
 Civic/community engagement and resilience 
 Identify champions, role models, local motivators to encourage change 
 Create friendly competitions between neighbourhoods to motivate people 
 Carbon neutral neighbourhood program – ‘Project Neutral’ 

 Offer incentives  

 Awards and recognition for initiatives (i.e. green leaf campaigns for homes and businesses) 
 Certification for climate actions 
 Rewards for buying locally grown produce/signage in stores 
 Rewarding good businesses – incentives 
 Provide grants  
 Increase gas tax and put stickers on gas pumps (e.g. warnings on cigarettes)  

 Lead by example  

 Stewardship and leadership from every level (business, school, homes) – ‘walk the talk’ 
 Demonstrations by governments (e.g. green roofs, water fountains, solar) 
 Big vision for a ‘shining city’, leading the way 
 Demonstrate that actions create concrete results 
 Creating positive behaviours to climate – show the benefits of better behaviour 
 Clean Air Hamilton should act as the leader 

 More involvement from the Federal government  
 Making climate change part of the discussion for all levels of government 
 Call on Federal government to be responsible  

 Bring climate change questions to campaigning politicians 


