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AWARENESS AND EDUCATION 

Climate Change and Awareness and Education 
Changes resulting from changing climate will require knowledge and skills that are not common today, resulting in 
new ways of doing things and new areas of expertise and ways of doing business. Climate change adaption and 
mitigation in Hamilton requires action from the businesses and residents and local government. Engaging all 
stakeholders – residents, community groups, service clubs, local agencies and institutions, businesses, and the 
local government – in the climate change conversation to understand climate change and what it means for 
Hamilton will help prepare the Hamilton community for these changes. An engaged community is aware and 
capable of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and are better prepared for responding to risks. 
 

Insights 
 Green Venture, Environment Hamilton, Sustainable 

Hamilton, Hamilton Climate Champions, Dundas in 
Transition, Hamilton 350, Hamilton Industrial 
Environmental Association, Clean Air Hamilton, and a 
number of other organizations, are working in and 
with the community to deliver education and 
increasing awareness on climate change to the 
community. 

 The City of Hamilton has a strong track record of 
engaging with the community. A new Engagement 
Committee has recently been established to develop 
an engagement charter, policy and consistent 
approach so that residents from all of Hamilton’s 
diverse demographic and geographic communities 
have a say in the services provided by the City. 

 Ontario has introduced climate change and energy into 
the Ontario curriculum for grades 1 to 8 and grades 9 
to 12. Recognizing that societal concerns about 
protecting the environment and dealing with climate 
change will have an effect on available jobs and on the 
demand for various types of labour and skills, as well 
as on practices in the workplace. 

 Mohawk College’s Institute for Skilled Trades & Apprenticeship Research, Resources and Training offers 
energy systems engineering technology and environmental technician opportunities. 

 McMaster University has the Centre for Climate Change that aims to achieve comprehensive public 
awareness of Climate Change issues through outreach. McMaster University has programs addressing 
climate change, energy and sustainability in Engineering, Business, Science, Health and Geography. 

 Outside of educational institutions, general education in the community on climate change and energy 
has also been identified to bring awareness and action in the community to reduce emissions and prepare 
for risks. 

 LEARN- CC (the Local Education and Action Resource Network on Climate Change) is a tool that allows 
members of the community to report actions they are taking to help limit climate change, as well as 
identify the local impacts of climate change that they have noticed.  
 

Existing Awareness and Education 

Organizations and Programs 

 Green Venture 
 Environment Hamilton 
 Clean Air Hamilton  
 Sustainable Hamilton 
 Hamilton Climate Champions 
 Hamilton 350 
 Hamilton Industrial Environmental 

Association 
 Dundas in Transition 
 The Local Education and Action 

Resource Network on Climate 
Change (LEARN-CC) 

 Hamilton Community Garden 
Network 

 Hamilton Association for 
Renewable Energy 

 ReLeaf Hamilton 
 Flood Aware Preparedness Program 
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Source: Hamilton Environmental Summit (2014) 

Discussion Questions 

 What impacts or risks from climate change do we face in Hamilton community? 
 Who or what is most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change? 
 What opportunities present themselves from a community engagement and education perspective from 

climate change?  
 
  


